“We are the creative force of our life, and through our own decisions rather than our conditions, if we carefully learn to do certain things, we can accomplish those goals.”
Stephen Covey
Course:  NC Math 3
Teacher:  Miss B (Lisa Blackburn) 
Welcome to NCM3!  I am excited about this new semester and look forward to getting to know you.  As a concerned teacher, I am dedicated to educating, guiding, and supporting you in a way that will prepare you for future academic endeavors and help you grow as a person.  But I am just one part of the equation.  In order to be successful in this class, your active participation is required.  Focus, hard work, perseverance, and studying will all be needed.  If you commit to this, together we can do it!
Attendance & Make-Up Work:  Because each class period builds on previous knowledge, it is very important that you be in class.  When absences cannot be avoided, it is your responsibility to watch the lesson videos, and get a copy of student notes and assignments missed the day you return.  You may schedule a time to come in for extra help once you have fulfilled these responsibilities and determined your questions.  Any missed homework assignments, quizzes, or tests need to be made-up within a week of your return.

Classroom Responsibilities:  “Forks Up”
Foster a positive environment

Offer your best self

Respect yourself, peers, and faculty

Know your potential

Strive for excellence

Understand your actions

Participate in your community

Daily Expectations:  Come prepared each day for class with materials, homework, and the desire to learn.  You will need a composition notebook or 3-ring binder.  You will also need graph paper (the notebook could be gridded).  You will want to use pencils and have erasers, because mistakes will occur.  Other materials you will find helpful include colored pencils and highlighters.  While graphing calculators will be supplied for use in the classroom, you are encouraged to purchase a TI-84+ or TI-83+ so that you can practice what is learned in class and become more proficient (if you are not able to purchase a calculator, computer/phone access to Desmos is recommended).
Use of Technology:  Classroom laptops and personal cell phones will be used at times to enhance your learning experience.  But I do not want these devices to distract you and detract from your learning.  Therefore all cell phones, ear buds, and other devices are expected to be stored in your backpack unless they are being used for class purposes.  I know that what I am asking may be difficult/challenging.  Please know that I am choosing this policy because I am placing your learning as my priority.  If you choose to not adhere to this policy, the device will be taken after one warning and may be turned into the discipline office.
Availability of Extra Help:  If you do not understand a concept presented in class, you are encouraged to get extra help immediately!  Our class will be lengthened each Wednesday for IMPACT, and math Smart Lunch day is Tuesday (I will also be available Monday and Thursday).  You may also schedule a time with me after school (availability varies due to duties/meetings).  If those times of opportunity do not work well for you, or if you find that you need more one-on-one help than I can provide, please see me to discuss other options (NHS tutors, private tutors,…).
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Major tests:  Tests will be given at the end of each unit of study.  
Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given frequently to determine the level of your understanding.

Homework:  Classwork and homework are an important part of this course.  Each offers you the 
chance to practice skills we learn and to discover areas of confusion.  Classwork or homework will be checked at least 3 times per week.

Assessment Mastery Policy (AMP):  Your mastery of the objectives of this course is critical to your success.  Therefore, if you earn below a 70 on a major test, you will have the option to retake a different assessment on which you can earn up to a 69.  In order for you to have this opportunity, the following guidelines must be followed:

· You must request the do-over opportunity within 3 days of the return of the test.  
· Any homework assignments for the unit that were incomplete must be completed, with organized work shown.  

· You must schedule a time to go over the assessment and work towards mastery in areas of need. 

The AMP policy will be limited to 3 opportunities during the semester.
Parents/Guardians:  I am looking forward to working together with you and your child this semester to make this class a success!  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  My e-mail address is:  lblackburn@wcpss.net.  
Anytime you would like to check your child’s academic progress, you can access Power Schools.  If you do not have an account set-up, please call the main office at 919-460-3549.
For a weekly schedule of activities and assignments, please visit my google website.  To access the site, go to chsmath3.weebly.com.
After reading this sheet, please sign below indicating you have read and understand what is expected of you/your son or daughter.

Student:  ___________________________________    
Parent:  ___________________________________

